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With the melting of the polar ice cap, significant undiscovered oil and gas reserves may soon be accessible. The Northwest 
Passage shipping route between Europe and Asia, 5,000 miles shorter than the Panama Canal route, will soon be an option. 
Who has rights to the resources lying under the seabed? Is the Northwest Passage an “international strait” or, as Canada claims, 
“internal waters?” What about the Inuit claim that sea ice constitutes traditional territory? Recently, a British think-tank 
warned that if the “race for the Arctic” in not resolved, the potential for a polar war is a real possibility. This lecture series will 

address the growing international dispute over who owns the Arctic from the perspective of the Arctic nations.

For more information, visit http://jsis.washington.edu/canada/outreach/arctic.shtml. Sponsored by the Canadian Studies Center, Center 
for Global Studies, Center for West European Studies, Ellison Center for Russian, East European and Central Asian Studies in the Henry 
M. Jackson School of International Studies; Global Trade, Transportation and Logistics Studies; Polar Science Center, Applied Physics 
Laboratory; and the Joint Institute for the Study of the Atmosphere and Ocean. This lecture series is possible, in part, due to support 
funding from the Title VI Grant Program, International Education Program Services, US Department of Education, and a Program 
Enhancement Grant from Foreign Affairs and International Trade Canada. This lecture series fulfills partial requirements for SIS 495c 

Arctic Sovereignty Task Force and is also part of the Circumpolar Initiative headed by the Canadian Studies Center.

The International Legal Framework and Recent Developments 
Regarding the Continental Shelf in the Arctic Ocean
16 january 2009, 4:00 pm, Burke Room, Burke Museum of Natural History 
Ted L. McDorman, Faculty of Law, University of Victoria

Arctic Sovereignty and Climate Change: A Nordic Perspective
6 february 2009, 4:00 pm, Burke Room, Burke Museum of Natural History
Christine Ingebritsen, Scandinavian Studies, University of Washington

Toward a Post-Arctic World 
13 february 2009, 4:00 pm, Conference room, University Club
Barry Zellen, Center for Contemporary Conflict, Naval Postgraduate School

Russia’s Northward Perspective: The Arctic Promise vs.  
the Siberian Curse
20 february 2009, 4:00 pm, Burke Room, Burke Museum of Natural History 
Mikhail Alexseev, Political Science, San Diego State University

Globalization and Climate Change: Challenges in the New 
Maritime Arctic
26 february 2009, 7:00 pm, Room 210, Kane Hall
Lawson Brigham, US Arctic Research Commission, Arctic Marine Shipping Assessment

The University of Washington is committed to providing access, equal opportunity and reasonable accommodation in its services, programs, activities, education and employment for individuals with disabilities. 
To request disability accommodation contact the Disability Services Office at least ten days in advance at: 206.543.6450/V, 206.543.6452/TTY, 206.685.7264 (FAX), or e-mail at dso@uwashington.edu.


